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August 12, 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Staff, 
 
I hope that your summer is going well and that you have taken some time to rest, 
relax and enjoy your family and friends.  As the opening of schools is a couple of 
weeks away, I wanted to share with you the latest update on the wearing of masks.  
On August 6, 2021, Governor Murphy issued Executive order No. 251, which 
institutes indoor mandatory masking for students, staff, and visitors for the start of 
the 2021-2022 school year.  The Executive Order took effect on August 9, 2021, 
and shall remain in effect until modified or revoked by the Governor. 
 
Accordingly, we have begun to follow this Executive Order in all of our school 
buildings and facilities.  Therefore, if you are visiting any of our schools over the 
next few weeks, please be mindful of wearing your mask indoors.   
 
I want to clarify, that as a district, we are required to follow the terms set forth in 
the Executive Order, and that no other mask policies may be established by the 
Board of Education. 
 
Please note the following masking exceptions: 
 

1. Where doing so would inhibit the individual’s health (i.e., in the case of 
extreme heat).  We will continue to define that as 75 degrees and above; 

2. When the individual has trouble breathing or is otherwise incapacitated; 
3. When the student has a medical condition documented in an Individual 

Education Plan or Section 504 Education Plan, and such IEP or 504 
precludes the use of a face mask; 

4. When the individual is under two (2) years of age; 
5. When the individual is engaged in an activity which cannot be performed 

while wearing a mask (i.e., eating, drinking, or playing a musical 
instrument that would be obstructed by a face mask); 

6. When the individual is engaged in high intensity aerobic or anaerobic 
activity; 
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7. When the student is engaged in high intensity physical activities during 
physical education class in a well-ventilated location and able to maintain 
six (6) feet of social distance from all other individuals; or 

8. When wearing a face mask creates an unsafe condition in which to 
operate or execute a task. 

 
I know that it is disappointing to all of us that we continue to face the challenges of 
COVID and its implications for our students and staff, but we will continue to be 
vigilant in prioritizing the health and safety of our constituents.  Remember, this 
has been our foremost guiding principle from the onset of the pandemic, and it has 
served us well.   
 
Over the next several weeks, please be on the lookout for continued 
correspondence about the opening of schools from my office and your building 
principal.  If you have any questions or concerns, as always, please feel free to 
contact me at your convenience. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
David M. Miceli, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 
 


